
“The World Is Too Much with Us”                    Name____________________ 

 
1. List three ways in which this sonnet differs from the Shakespearean Sonnet form. 

 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Using the chart below, explain how this poem meets the three hallmarks of Romantic poetry and 

attitudes. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nature: A 

Child’s 

Sense of 

Wonder,  

obsession 

with 

freshness, 

innocence  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Social 

Idealism: 

Question 

authority, 

find better 

way to live 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Adaptation 

to Change: 

Accept 

change 

rather than 

rigidly 

reject it 

 

 

 
3. William Wordsworth is one of the “early” Romantics. Across the Romantic period, attitudes toward 

religion began to shift, and the “late” Romantics held very different ideas about the role of God(s) in 
human life. Based on this poem, how do you think William Wordsworth felt about the dominant 
form of Christianity in his country or about God in general? Use at least two quotations from the 
poem to support your opinion. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 


