
A MODEST PROPOSAL    Name_______________________ 

 
Use this chart to list two examples of each tool of satire that Swift uses. 
 

Understatement  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

OVERSTATEMENT  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sarcasm  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1.  Interpret.  In what way does Swift’s use of cooking details make his plan even more shocking? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Literary Analysis.  A satirical essay attacks social problems or wrongs.  What is the main target of 
Swift’s satire in “A Modest Proposal”? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



3.  Literary Analysis.  Use the chart below to list four examples of Swift’s style.  Then, indicate the 
way these examples contribute to the satire.  Word choice refers to the types of words he uses, 
whether formal or informal, technical or conversational.  Imagery refers to the ways in which is 
writing appeals to the senses.  Figurative language refers to his use of comparisons.  Tone refers to his 
attitude toward the subject. 
 
Examples Contribution to the Satire 

 
Word Choice: 
 
 
 
 
Imagery: 
 
 
 
 
Figurative language: 
 
 
 
 
Tone: 

 

 
4.  Reading Strategy.  Which details in Swift’s proposal reveal his deeper purpose in writing it? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
5.  Reading Strategy.  Does including more realistic proposals in italics help or hinder Swift’s 
purpose?  Explain. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


